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SOUTHWESTERN MEDICAL FOUNDATION HOSTS CONVERSATION ON THE ROLE 
GENES PLAY IN CANCER RISK 

 
EXPERT PANEL HIGHLIGHTS CANCER PROGRAMS AT UT SOUTHWESTERN, INCLUDING GROUNDBREAKING  

PANCREATIC CANCER PREVENTION AND CANCER GENETICS PROGRAMS 
 
DALLAS – November 20, 2017 – On November 16, Southwestern Medical Foundation co-hosted an event with 
Nancy Wiener Marcus called Leading the Conversation on Health, “What’s Next? Cancer Genes, What Should 
I Know?” at the Old Parkland campus in Dallas. The evening featured UT Southwestern Medical Center leaders 
and an expert panel focused on the new Pancreatic Cancer Prevention and Cancer Genetics Programs. 
 
Nancy, a longtime friend of the Foundation and UT Southwestern and advocate for pancreatic cancer 
awareness, was a generous underwriter of the event. “I am deeply passionate about one cause in particular, 
where progress needs to be made sooner rather than later: the new Pancreatic Cancer Prevention Program 
at UT Southwestern Medical Center. This program is one of only a handful in the nation, and its doctors are 
dedicated to not only finding a cure for pancreatic cancer but to "nipping it in the bud" before it becomes 
terminal for the patient.” 
 
“Nancy’s dedication in advocating for and supporting work that elevates the capabilities of Programs like this 
at UT Southwestern is such an important gift to our community,” said Kathleen Gibson, President and CEO of 
Southwestern Medical Foundation. “We are incredibly grateful for generous donors like Nancy, who support 
innovative and leading Programs in cancer focused on early detection, identifying risk factors, and finding a 
cure.”  
 
UT Southwestern President Dr. Daniel K. Podolsky introduced the expert panel and spoke about the broad and 
leading expertise that exists in UT Southwestern’s Harold C. Simmons Comprehensive Cancer Center, which is 
the only National Cancer Institute-designated Comprehensive Cancer Center in North Texas. “Research at UT 
Southwestern and elsewhere makes it clear that knowing about cancer risk leads to early detection and 
prevention of cancer,” he said. “UT Southwestern researchers and caregivers dedicate themselves daily to 
better understanding the many forms of cancer and applying this knowledge to develop better approaches to 
treatment and prevention. 
 
The panel discussion was moderated by Dr. Carlos Arteaga, Director of the Simmons Cancer Center. Dr. 
Arteaga, who is internationally recognized for his work in breast cancer, also serves as Associate Dean of 
Oncology Programs. Before leading the discussion, he shared base-level information on genes and the 
differences between inherited DNA and cancer DNA. He also discussed how genetics counseling services are 
now helping to guide patients who are at a higher risk for pancreatic cancer. “There are a number of known 
mutations in the inherited DNA that can confer an increased risk of hereditary cancer. Today, patients with 
family history or those who are recommended by a genetic counselor can be tested for those mutations 
through a simple blood test.” 
 
Participating in the panel were UT Southwestern’s Dr. Theodora Ross, Director of the Cancer Genetics Program, 
and Dr. Nisa Kubiliun, Medical Director of Endoscopy Services and gastroenterologist at the Pancreatic Cancer 
Prevention Program. Both of these programs are excellent examples of the leading work the Simmons Cancer 
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Center is advancing through innovative therapies, clinical trials, advanced technology, and personalized 
treatment. 
 
The Leading the Conversation on Health series was established by the Foundation in 2013 to share thought 
leadership and new information on the extraordinary strides being made in advancing medical education, 
biomedical research, and innovative patient care. 
 
ABOUT SOUTHWESTERN MEDICAL FOUNDATION 
Formed in 1939, Southwestern Medical Foundation has celebrated more than 75 years of impact in shaping 
the important cause of academic medicine, research, and medical education.  
 
In 1943, the Foundation established Southwestern Medical College and helped to nurture its growth from a 
fledgling medical school into one of the preeminent medical research and academic centers in the 
world. Today, UT Southwestern enjoys an international reputation for discovering the basis for disease through 
research, applying the discoveries to the clinical care of patients, and educating the next generation of health 
care professionals.   
 
It has been our privilege to foster a unique culture where generosity can be imbued with meaning.  The 
Foundation currently manages over $850 million across more than 1,000 funds, creating a financial 
resource that will enable advances in health care benefiting the citizens of this community, state, and the 
nation for years to come. 
 
For more information, please visit www.swmedical.org 
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